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who sat in the court, with upturned faces, gazed in amazement. After
this, when a moment had past by, one of the man's arms, holding his
sword and stained with blood, fell from the sky into the king's assembly.
Then all the people, seeing it, said: " Ah, this great hero has been killed
in battle by his opponents; his sword and one arm have fallen." While
the people who sat in the court were even saying this, again his head fell
also; and then his trunk fell too. And seeing this his wife said: "Sire,
my husband, fighting on the field of battle, has been slain by the enemy.
His head, his arm, his sword, and his trunk have fallen down here. So,
that this my beloved may not be wooed by the heavenly nymphs, I
will go to where he is. Let fire be provided for me/' , Hearing her
words the king said: " My daughter, why will you enter the fire ? I
will guard you even as my own daughter; preserve your body." She
said: " Sire, what is this you say ? My lord, for whom this body of
mine exists, has been slain on the battlefield by his foes. Now for whose
sake shall I preserve this body ? Moreover, you should not say this,
since even fools know that wives should follow their husbands. For
thus it is said:
1.   Moonlight goes with the moon, the lightning clings to the cloud,
and women follow their husbands;  even fools know this.
And so, as the learned tradition has it:
2.   The wife who enters into the fire when her husband dies, imi-
tating Arundhati [a star, regarded as the wife of one of the c Seven
Rishis '   (the Dipper), and as a typical faithful spouse] in her
behavior, enjoys bliss in heaven.
3.   Until a wife burns herself in the fire after the death of her hus-
band, so long that woman can in no way be (permanently) freed
from the body.
4.   A woman who follows after her husband shall surely purify
three families: her mother's, her father's, and that into which she
was given (in marriage).                                                And so:
5.   Three and a half crores [a crore is 10,000,000] is the number of
the hairs on the human body;   so many years shall a wife who
follows her husband dwell in heaven.
6.  As a snake-charmer powerfully draws a snake out of a hole, so
a wife draws her husband upward (by burning herself) and enjoys
bliss with Mm,
7.   A wife who abides by the law of righteousness (in burning her-
self) saves her husband, whether he be good or wicked; yes, even
if lie be guilty of all crimes.